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Archaeological Tour (Lubaantun, Uxbenka)

08:30 am to 03:30 pm, from Punta Gorda Town

With its rich Mayan history and superb landscape,

Southern Belize offers a wealth of experiences for

lovers of nature, adventure and culture! Explore

Lubaantun and Uxbenka in 1 day!

Situated above a tributary to the Columbia River, Lubaantun is located near
the village of San Pedro Columbia. Leaving from Punta Gorda, you head
west along the Southern Highway and into Toledo’s heartland.

Lubbantun is the largest Mayan ceremonial center in Southern Belize, built
in the Late Classic Period around 700-900 AD, and is well known for its
unusual style of construction.

It consists of 11 structures, grouped around five main plazas, all built with
limestone blocks and no visible mortar binding them together! You’ll learn
about the famous Crystal Skull which was ‘discovered’ at the site, and talk
to Mr Santiago Coc, the caretaker who assisted with the 1970 Cambridge
excavations of the site. He will happily show you any of the latest ‘finds’,
as well as tell you some of the local Mayan legends.

It’s then on to Uxbenka, a Maya Site approximately 8 miles east of Lubaan-
tun. The existence of Uxbenka was first made known to the Belize Depart-
ment of Archaeology as recent as 1984 when Mr. Palacio Ash, the caretaker
at Nim Li Punit, came to the area following a report of looting near the vil-
lage of Santa Cruz and found two sculpted stelae.

Uxbenka best known in professional circles for its Early Classic (AD 200-
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500) stelae, which are free-standing, upright slabs of stone that contain fig- Yk Learnyabout the Crystal Skull

ural imagines of kings and hieroglyphic texts. It is also regarded as the oldest
known site in southern Belize. Uxbenka’s stelae are thought to be some of
the earliest erected monuments in Belize, dating to the late 4th century AD.
The carved texts suggest that Uxbenka’s aristocracy enjoyed close cultural
and political ties with Tikal, a massive site located more than 100 km north-
west of Uxbenka and one of the most powerful ancient Maya kingdoms to
have ever developed in the Maya Lowlands.

at Lubaantun’s visitor’s center,
and see the latest “‘finds’.
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We leave the hills and you begin your return journey to Punta Gorda, with
the option of swimming in the pools of the San Antonio Waterfalls.
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Sun Creek LOdg@ “Swimming” Full day tour avail-
& TBTM Tours able from your hotel for US$ 90
2614-2080 or 668-8811 per person —including lunch,
E-mail: suncreek@hughes.net transfer, all entrance fees and

www.belizenet.de/fangeb.htm guide fees.




